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2018
Blackwood Classic 250
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Bridgetown to Augusta 22nd, 23rd, 24th September
2018

INTRODUCTION

Due to extremely low water levels in
2010, Day 1 and Day 2 race course had
to be shortened dramatically. Day 1 start
line had to be moved to Boomer road
which is only 25 kms from Nannup by
Road which reduced Day 1 by over two
thirds.
Day 2 Start line was moved to
Jalbarragup.
Surprisingly enough out of 27 craft that
entered and started the race the lowest
number of entries ever recorded, 16 craft
completed this extremely arduous event.

ABOUT THE RACE:
The Blackwood Classic 250 is the world’s
longest power dinghy race and its history
is both long and colourful.
Traditionally held on the Queens Birthday
long weekend, the race is a three day
time trial on the Blackwood River in the
South West of Western Australia.
The course takes in some of the most
breathtaking scenery in that part of the
State. Commencing in Bridgetown, the
race passes through Nannup and Sues
Bridge and ends at the mouth of the
Blackwood River in Augusta.

GENERAL
The Blackwood Classic 250 race is a
three day time trial covering
approximately 250 kilometres of the
Blackwood River, commencing at
Bridgetown, passing through Nannup and
Sues Bridge, and finishing at the river
mouth at Augusta. It is the world’s
longest power dinghy race.

The Blackwood race was the brainchild
of Ted and Norma Whitney. Their dream
was to stage an event similar to the Avon
Descent, but on the Blackwood River,
which had been part of their Families’ life
for three generations.

The 2017 Blackwood Classic 250 race is
conducted under the Competition Rules
of the Power Dinghy Racing Club and
Supplementary Regulations will be
available on the website.

After two years of test runs, the first
Blackwood Classic 250 was held in 1976
when thirty-three crews attempted the
gruelling three-day event. The Whitney’s
went on to organise the ten races from
their base in Perth. Eldest son David was
the Director of the race for each of these
ten events.

The Race Committee may make a ruling
on any matter not specifically covering by
the Power Dinghy Racing Club
Competition Rules, these Supplementary
Regulations subsequently distributed by
the Race Committee.

The event is now wholly organised and
run by the Power Dinghy Racing Club
Inc.
Since its inception, the race has attached
an average of 62 competing craft with the
years 1987 and 1989 having the largest
amount of entrants of 110 craft .
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OFFICIALS
DIRECTOR OF THE RACE
Alan Bijl - 0418 912 336
PDRC 2018 Management Committee
Dave McConkey –
Paul Gault Darren Green –
Adrian Stubbings Amy Pascoe Kris Parnell Justin Green Dean Pascoe -

0409 992 102
0437 051 049
0417 996 614
0419 921 980
0439 916 208
0417 977 553
0402 196 276
0438 113 301

CHECKPOINTS
Fremantle 4WD Club (Neil Brown)
0408 126 360
COMMUNICATIONS
West Coast Car Club (Bob Knight)
9295 1899
SCRUTINEER
Darren Green – 0417 996 614
TIMEKEEPING
TBA
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THE COURSE

DAY 3 – 63 KILOMETRES

DAY 1 – 92 KILOMETRES

This day is an all-out speed trial. Rapids
extend intermittently for 25 kilometres
from Sues Bridge to Schroeders Weir
where the Great North Road crosses the
river. Depending on the water level, less
experienced competitors may find it
necessary to portage this ford. In very
high water the Weir becomes submerged
and the only hazards are the posts
marking the causeway. Below the Weir
the country changes from hilly bushland
to coastal plain.

Less than 500 metres from the start, the
obstacle course begins with the first of
the rapids. A large proportion of
mechanical breakdowns, swamping,
broken shafts and eventual withdrawals
occur before Checkpoint 1 as
competitors who underestimate the river
find the error of their ways. Many a
campaign has failed before it even got
going.

Competitors will be directed to the south
east (left) around Molloy Island. Known
as hardy Inlet, this section of the river is
shallow and contains more obstacles to
trap the unwary.

DAY 2 – 95 KILOMETRES
This part of the race is considerably
easier than Day 1. The Ti trees become
less frequent as progress is made
downstream. Fallen trees, submerged
rocks, minor rapids and broken bridges
are the main hazards.

The river widens dramatically past Molloy
Island. Competitors must battle strong
winds choppy water right to the finish line
of the world’s longest power dinghy race.

Day 2 is characterised by long pools
allowing good time to be made. This
gives the leaders a chance to increase
their margin or the less fortunate to make
up some lost time.
Care should be taken by competitors as
most of Day 2 is through State forest
inaccessible by land by Support Crews.
The overnight stop is at Sues Bridge
Other hazards include logs both above
and below the water line – as well as
submerged rocks which lurk on the most
unpredictable locations.
During the day the going gets
progressively easier. A two kilometre
stretch of dense Ti trees near Dudinalup
gives way to a clear run to Nannup.
Revelly Bridge, which may be
submerged, is the last remaining
obstacle competitors will encounter
before the finish at Nannup.
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ADMINISTRATION

3. Each competitor shall be the holder of
a current PDRC Competition Licence.

CLASSES:

4. The minimum age of a competitor is
fourteen (14) years as at the date of
the race. Closed Event.

1. There shall be three (3) classes
Class 1 – 10hp Dinghy Sports
Class 2 – 10hp Dinghy Standard
Class 3 - 10hp Super Standard
2. There must be a minimum of three (3)
entries to constitute a class.
3. Entry in more than one class is not
permitted.

5. A Competitor under the age of
eighteen (18) years must have the
“Parent of Legal Guardian” section of
the Official Entry Form completed.
6. Competitors must qualify to enter the
Blackwood Race as follows:

ENTRIES:
An application for entry to the Blackwood
Classic 250 shall be made on the Official
Entry Form, and accompanied by the
Entry Fee and shall be not accepted
otherwise.

7. By completion of and submission of
the Official Entry Form it is considered
that the named competitors have read
and agree to abide by all rules of the
race, are aware of the nature of the
course, and are medically fit.

The Director of the race reserves the
right to accept or reject any single entry
or group entries.

PRE-RACE
SCRUTINEERING:

An application for entry to the Blackwood
Classic 250 shall not be accepted if the
applicant has an unpaid fine which is the
result of a penalty applied in a previous
Power Dinghy Racing Club sanctioned
competition. However, payment of any
such fine will be accepted with the entry
and, if this occurs, the entry shall be
considered to be unencumbered.

1. To maintain the highest standard of
safety, design, equipment and fittings
necessary for power dinghy racing the
requirements of the Specifications will
be strictly enforced.
2. Pre-race Scrutineering will occur by
appointment with Darren Green at the
Nannup caravan park from Thursday
afternoon. Please call to arrange a
time. Number on page 2

The entry fee is $230 per craft. Entry fee
is non-refundable.

3. Those competitors unable to make
Nannup caravan park Thursday or
Friday before the race may be
scrutineered at the startline. Please
make extra sure your craft is ready to
race. If there is an issue found you
may not have time to rectify before
race start.

Entry form to be printed and filled out to
be submitted on boat scrutineering.

COMPETITORS:
1. Competitors who enter the Blackwood
Race enter at their own risk.

4. Craft should be presented at Pre-race
scrutineering in “start line condition”.
Please ensure that the craft is
presented on the ground or a low
trailer.

2. There shall be two competitors in
each craft, neither of whom shall be
substituted throughout the race.
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5. Only one boat per entry will be
scrutineered.

BRIEFINGS:
Briefings will be held as listed below:
DAY TIME
PLACE
1
8.30am
B250 Start area
2
9.30am
B250 Start area
3
9.30am
B250 Start area

6. Competition licences and R.S.T. must
be presented at Pre-race
Scrutineering.
7. Competitors should ensure they
collect their copy of the Scrutineering
Checklist that lists faults to be
rectified. Checking that the identified
faults have been corrected will take
place at the Bridgetown pit area, in
conjunction with Scrutineering for
country entrants.

Experience has shown that attempts to
enforce attendance at briefings are futile.
Therefore, attendance and signing of the
attendance register will be voluntary. Be
aware that:
Non-attendance may have an adverse
effect on the outcome of a protest. Lack
of knowledge of information given at a
briefing cannot be used as the basis for
lodging or defending a protest.

8. Competitors are reminded that the
scrutineer is a Judge of Fact at PreRace Scrutineering and their decision
on the acceptability, or otherwise, of a
rule or specification may be subject to
review by the PDRC Rules
Committee.

New information will be announced at
each briefing.

IF IT’S NOT RIGHT, YOU
DON’T START!

FIRST AID/
EMERGENCIES

REGISTRATION:

Teams are encouraged to carry a first aid
kit in their support crew vehicle

At least one member of each team must
register on Saturday, 22nd September
2018 before 8.00am at the Blackwood
Classic 250 Start Area in Blackwood
Park, Bridgetown. Proceed through the
centre of town, across the bridge and
follow the red and blue signs.

Competitors who have an injury requiring
medical attention must stop at Support
crews requiring first aid or emergency
assistance should contact officials at the
checkpoints who have a contact list for
doctors, hospitals and ambulance
services.

NOTE: You must place your craft in the
pit area immediately after you register.

Recovery vehicles are equipped with first
aid kits and have the same contact list for
doctors, hospitals and ambulance

Individual start times, extra booklets and
other information will be available at
Blackwood Classic 250 Start Line.
Please see Organising Committee.
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services. The Sweep boat is equipped
with a first aid kit.

PRACTICE:
There will be no practice on the
Blackwood River.
The club will take disciplinary action
against any member found breaking
navigable waters regulations on the river
at any time (particularly speeding)
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10. Start order stickers may be affixed to
the rear of the motor cowl prior to the
start.

RULES OF THE RACE
START PROCEDURE:
1.

TIMING OF THE RACE:

Day Estimated start times
1.
9.00 am
2.
10.00 am
3.
10.00 am

1. The elapsed time for each craft will be
taken from the start signal to the time of
crossing the finish line each day.
2. Times will be calculated to the nearest
second.

2. Individual start times will be available at
the Nannup Caravan Park (Campers
Kitchen.) from 6.00 pm on Friday 21st,
S a t u r d a y 2 2nd & S u n d a y 2 3 r d
September 2018.

3. Time lost in assisting other competitors
in an emergency only may be allowed
by the Race Committee and must be
supported by evidence from the Team
assisted

3. Two craft will start 1 minute apart
through the start gate on the bank.

4. The time taken to refuel and/or change
propellers in the Pit Area will not be
added to elapsed time.

4. The official race starter will count down
grids.
5. The motor shall not be started until both
competitors are fully in the craft and it is
fully in the water.(Penalties will apply.)
See Pit Area for details of starting the
motor before the start.

5. A penalty time imposed on a Team will
be added to the elapsed time at the
end of that day, unless subject to
Protest (See Protests and Appeals in
the PDRC Manual).

6. The start order for Day 1 will be: 10 hp
Standard with 10 minute gap
immediately followed by 10 hp Super
Standard with 10 minute gap
Immediately followed by 10hp Sports.
All classes will be reverse Grid from
finish position of Avon Descent slowest
first, DNF & NON starters will be drawn
from ballot & placed at rear of each
class. These times may alter depending
on water level.

REFUELLING / FUEL
STOPS
1. THE FILLING OF BOAT FUEL TANKS
IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED IN ALL
AREAS EXCEPT THE DESIGNATED
PIT AREAS.
2. Fuel tanks may be exchanged at the
designated fuel stops:
Day C/Point Place
1
2
Maranup Ford
2
8
Jalbarragup

7. The start order for Day 2 will be the
same as day one with DNF to be put at
the rear of each class.

3. The fuel stops will be marked on the
Bridge with PDRC banner.

8. The start order for Day 3 will be reverse
order grid based on the combined
elapsed times for day 1 and day 2 (Last
boat starting first).

4. The entire craft must be clear of the
water before exchanging fuel tanks.
5. C o m p e t i t o r s M U S T e n s u r e t h a t
replacement fuel tanks are properly
secured before returning the craft to the
water.

9. The Start order may be reversed at the
Race Directors Discretion.
!7

WITHDRAWALS:

6. The fuel stops will be clearly marked on

1. A craft that’s withdraws from the race
must complete a Withdrawal Form.

7. the river bank. Please do not remain in
these areas unless you are involved in
exchanging tanks on a craft.

2. A craft that withdraws from the race but
intends re-entering the race in the
Conditional Class the next day must
also complete a Withdrawal Form.

8. Smoking is not permitted at the
designated fuel stops.

3. A craft intending to withdraw should
paddle to the next Checkpoint or, if that
is not possible, head to the left bank
only. One competitor should proceed to
the road and locate their Support Crew
members of the Recovery team. The
other competitor must stay with the
craft.

9. The decanting, pouring or siphoning of
any form of dispensing of fuel is strictly
forbidden within 500 metres of THE
BLACKWOOD RIVER.

PORTAGING /
ASSISTANCE / CONDUCT
1. Portaging of craft by competitors only is
permitted providing it does not deviate
more than 100 metres from the river
proper

4. Assistance by the crew of the sweep
boat (e.g. a tow) constitutes withdrawal.

2. A device to assist in portage may be
used only if it is carried in the craft
throughout the race.

1. Cut-off times are imposed for safety
reasons.
DAY CHECKPOINT TIME
1
Wrights Bridge 01.00pm
2
Milyeannup Ford 01.00pm
3
Alexander Bridge 12.00pm

CUT-OFF TIMES:

3. C o m p e t i t o r s m u s t n o t a c c e p t
assistance from the public or any
support crew that cause their craft to be
taken nearer the finish.

2. The Race Committee may impose
earlier cut off times.

4. C o m p e t i t o r s m u s t a s s i s t o t h e r
competitors in an emergency situation.

3. Checkpoint officials have the authority
to enforce cut-off times and withdraw a
craft.

5. No competitors shall deliberately act in
a manner detrimental to the
performance of another competitor (e.g.
no ramming or obstruction)

4. The sweep boat personnel have the
authority to enforce cut-off times and
withdraw a craft.

OVERTAKING:

SUPPORT CREW:

1. It is the duty of the overtaking craft to
give way to the craft being overtaken
and not deliberately create a hazard at
any time during the manoeuvre.

1. Each team shall have a Support Crew
of at least one adult person.
2. Motorbikes are not permitted as
Support Crew vehicles.

2. The craft being overtaken shall not
deliberately obstruct the overtaking
craft.

3. The Support Crew should carry a first
aid kit in their vehicle.
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REPAIRS:

4. Motor testing is allowed in the Pit Area.
If the motor is required to be placed in
the water, a bucket or similar container
must be used – the motor may not be
placed in the river.

1. Basic repairs to boats may be carried
out in the Pit Area. Replacement /
Repairs from PDRC Rule Book 1015 In
a multi stage event e.g. Avon Descent,
Blackwood Classic 250, any part of the
motor except the power head maybe
replaced or repaired while a power
dinghy is being timed. If stated in the
supplementary regulations this repair /
replacement may occur in the pit area
while being timed.

5. The outboard motor may be started in
the Pit Area in the morning before the
start time of the Blackwood Classic 250
(not your individual start time). All
motors must be stopped 15 minutes
before start time.
6. Competitors who have withdrawn but
intend to re-enter the Blackwood
Classic 250 must place their craft in the
Pit Area one hour before start after first
having informed the Director of their
intentions.

2. Pit Marshall to be notified of craft being
removed for repairs or for any reason.
3. Competitors intending to use, power
tools to repair their boat will be diverted
to the No Fuel repair area adjacent to
pit area. The time taken to affect the
repair will not be added to the elapsed
time for that day.

7. The Pit Area closing times and opening
times are:
Place
Close
Open

4. All craft competing in the next stage
shall be placed back in the pit area a
minimum of one hour before race start
time.

Bridgetown
Nannup
Sues Bridge

N/A
5.00pm
5.00pm

7.00am
7.30am
7.30am

8. Security will be provided at each,
Nannup & Sues Bridge only during the
closed times.

PIT AREA:
1. Each craft shall be placed in the Pit
Area immediately the finish line is
crossed on Day 1 and Day 2. Your Craft
may not be removed from the pits at
Nannup after being cleared and the
motor being taped by the Pit Marshal.
Your craft must remain in the pits at
Sues Bridge. There will be a separate
area for repairs to craft. All craft
intending to compete in the next stage
shall be placed back in the Pit Area one
hour before race start time.

SURVIVAL KIT
Each craft shall carry a
Survival Kit as per Rule Book
under Specifications.
Rule 835 – SURVIVAL KIT.

2. Smoking is not permitted in either the
Pit Area or the No Fuel Repair Area.
3. Refuelling and propeller changes are
allowed in the Pit Area without time
penalty.
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Monday

SUPPORT CREW
INFORMATION

Support crews should head south on
Sues Road to the Brockman Highway
then turn left towards Augusta.
Checkpoint 11 (Warner Glen Bridge) is
8km down Warner Glen Road.
Checkpoint 12 (Alexander Bridge) is on
the Brockman Highway. The finish line
Checkpoint 14 (Augusta boat ramp) is on
the other side of Augusta, drive thru town
and turn left at boat ramp sign.

Support Crews:
Support crews are required to follow their
Craft down the River and should not
proceed past through all accessible
nominated support crew checkpoints.
They must remain at the checkpoint until
their craft has either passed the
checkpoint or have been advised of their
craft officially withdrawing. In the event of
your craft withdrawing it is the
responsibility of the support crew to locate
and collect your craft and crew. The Race
Committee will not accept any
responsibility for any competitors passing
a checkpoint with an injured crew
member or crew members that may not
be of sufficient health to proceed. Ie.
Hypothermia etc.

At the Augusta Finish Line, you are
requested to enter the craft pickup area
only if your craft is ready for pick up, and
remain there only for the time taken to
load and secure it. Move away from this
area as quickly as possible.

CAMPING FACILITIES
Friday
Various forms of accommodation is
available in Bridgetown.

Saturday – Checkpoints
Support crews are advised that the gravel
road from Checkpoint 2 (Maranup) to
Checkpoint 4 (Wrights Bridge) is narrow
and may be slippery in wet conditions.
Drivers of vehicles towing caravans are
advised to proceed from Checkpoint 1
direct to Nannup along Brockman
Highway as the road from Checkpoint 2 to
Checkpoint 4 is unsuitable for caravans.

Saturday
Camping is available at the Nannup
Caravan Park (Balingup Road) and the
Nannup Tourist Bureau Park (near the
river). Hot showers are available. Booking
can be made through the Tourist
Information Centre, Brockman St Nannup
08 9756 1211

Sunday

Sunday

The route from Nannup to Checkpoint 8
(Jalbarragup) is along the sealed
Brockman Highway and then 3 km down
Jalbarragup Road. Parking for vehicles is
at the top before going down onto the
floodway. Please keep the road and
floodway clear as it is frequently used.
Checkpoint 9 (Milyeannup) is on the
Brockman Highway.

Three campsites close to Sue’s Bridge
offer good camping. Department of CALM
toilets are available. Bring your own fresh
water. A charge is levied by CALM.
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SERVICES
West Coast Car Club
The West Coast Car Club has been
involved with the Blackwood Classic 250
since its inception. Without the expertise
of the West Coast Car Club the
development of the race would not have
been possible.
The Club’s message / data handling
system have been developed over many
years of involvement with the sport of
power dinghy racing and car rallying.
In conjunction with members of the
Fremantle 4WD Club who staff the
Checkpoints, West Coast Car Club
members are able to keep officials,
support crews and spectators supplied
with accurate and up-to-date information
on the progress of the race.
Their competency and efficiency allows
officials to know where all competing craft
are at any time. This “safety net” provides
added confidence to all involved with the
Blackwood Classic 250.
During the event the Club will provide all
interested persons with information on the
progress on the race, withdrawals, their
locations and destinations for pick up.
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The motor of the of the first five (5) place
getters in each class will be sealed by the
scrutineer before being released from the
finish line area. Any tampering or
breaking of that seal prior to Post Race
Scrutineering may result in
disqualification.

FINISH & RESULTS
FINISH:
Competitors must cross the finish line at
Augusta between the end of the Colour
Patch Store Jetty and a marker anchored
adjacent to it.

One representative from each team of the
first five place getters in each class must
be present at Post Race Scrutineering
unless otherwise exempted by the Race
Committee or Scrutineer.

Once across the finish line, slow down
and proceed to the shore. BEACH
LANDINGS ARE NOT PERMITTED.

PRESENTATION OF
PRIZES:

PLACE WINNERS:
Results are determined by overall
elapsed time inclusive of penalties, repair
times and claims for times lost assisting
other competitors (if applicable) – see
TIMING OF THE RACE.

All competitors finishing the full distance
of the race will receive a commemorative
medallion at this presentation.
You are encouraged to attend and
applaud the worthy prize winners of the
world’s longest power dinghy race.

A competitor may win prizes and / or
trophies only in the class in which
entered.
Each place winning craft will be
impounded immediately it finishes the
Race and shall not be removed until
approval is gained from the Scrutineer.

BLACKWOOD CLASSIC
250 presentations:
Presentations for this years Blackwood
Classic 250 will be held at the Burswood
Clubrooms on Sunday the 1st October
time TBA.

Results are provisional subject to
Scrutineering and protests.

POST-RACE
SCRUTINEERING:
The Race Director reserves the right to
have dismantled and measured the
outboard motor of any craft which,
provisionally, has won a prize and / or
trophy.
Post-race Scrutineering will be held at a
location in the Perth metropolitan area in
the week after the event.
The first five (5) provisional place getters
in each class will be required to present
their motor (exactly as-was at the finish
line) at Post Race Scrutineering.
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PRIZES & TROPHIES
GENERAL:
Trophies will be awarded to the first three
place winners in each class.

SATURDAY 23 rd CRAZY
HAT DAY

Prizes and/or prize money will be
awarded equally between each of the
classes.

4pm – 6pm at the Nannup Caravan Park
Playground
-Kids Games & Prizes
-Best Hat Awards
-Commodores Address
-Race Directors Address & Grids

In addition to trophies/prizes awarded in
each Class, prizes will be awarded in the
following categories.
Novice Entries
Best Prepared Entry
Last Boat Home
Best Support Crew

S U N D AY 2 4 h FA N C Y
DRESS DAY
4pm – 6pm at the Nannup Caravan Park
Camp Kitchen.
-Best Dressed Prizes
-Novelty Award Prizes
-Commodores Address
-Race Directors Address & Grids

NOVICE AWARD:
Eligibility for this award is restricted to
Teams who are Novice Licence Holders
competing in the Blackwood Classic 250
for the first time. This condition applies
only to the two competitors in the craft
and not the Support.

BEST PREPATED ENTRY:
The conditions of entry for this prestigious
award are:
1. The craft must compete in the
race.
2. The craft must pass scrutineering
at the first attempt.
Craft will be judged on the following
points:
a) quality of presentation
b) neatness of presentation
c) colour co-ordination
d) Safety and ingenuity of design,
fittings and equipment.
The most expensively prepared craft will
not necessary win.
The judging will be completed before the
Blackwood Classic 250 commences.
The Director and the Assistant Director
(or their nominees) will do the judging in
conjunction with the Scrutineer (or his/her
nominee).
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DAY 2: Nannup to Sues Bridge
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DAY 3: Sues Bridge to Augusta
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Emergency Numbers & Addresses
For any Emergency ring 000 Ambulance, Fire and Police
Augusta Area
Ambulance
Augusta

(08) 9791 4999

Hospital
Donovan street
Augusta, 6290

(08) 9758 3222

Police Station
411 Hillview Rd,
Augusta, 6290

(08) 9758 3900

Emergency Numbers & Addresses
For any Emergency ring 000 Ambulance, Fire and Police
Bridgetown Area
Ambulance
Bridgetown
Hospital
Bridgetown District Hospital
Peninsula Road
Bridgetown, 6255
Police Station
26 Steere Street
Bridgetown, 6255

(08) 9791 4999
(08) 9782 1222 – 9782 1200

(08) 9761 1666

Emergency Number & Addresses
For any Emergency ring 000 Ambulance, Fire and Police
Bunbury Area
Bunbury Ambulance Service
Hospital
Corner Robertson Drive and Busselton Highway
Bunbury, 6230

(08) 9791 4999
(08) 9722 1000
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Police Station
76 Wittenoom St
Bunbury, 6230

(08) 9722 2111
(24 hours)

Emergency Numbers & Addresses
For any Emergency ring 000 Ambulance, Fire and Police
Nannup Area
Ambulance
Nannup
Hospital
Nannup Health Service
Carey Street
Nannup, 6275

(08) 9791 4999
(08) 9756 3800 – 9756 3222

Police Station
55 Warren Road,
Nannup 6275
(08) 9756 355
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