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NEWS 

POWER 

This year's trip to Lake Towerrinning was an absolute cracker with approx 40 boats and many more
crew turning up from Friday night to enjoy this piece of paradise beyond the black stump.

I'm not sure which of the racing gods we upset but I've never seen so many boats, including
ourselves,  with fuel fitting and carby issues, however it was great to see everyone mucking in and

helping each other to get all boats on the water.
 

All classes got a good run with the F8's particularly loving the glassy conditions. 
The Mini Jets were keen to get 3 heats of five laps in but due to time constraints we opted to do 4

three lap heats and no qualifier. As usual they were spectacular to watch.
 

Then came the tubs in full force. For me, this has been the most exciting class to watch this year.
Nothing about these boats makes any sense but when there are a dozen hitting the start line in tight

formation trying to holeshot the first corner you have to admit "that is some cool sh#t".
 

The dinghys had more fall outs than flips in some very close racing and only a couple of turn floats
paid the ultimate price.

 
All in all we had a great weekend and hope everyone there did too.

Thanks to Amy, Mahony, Team 069 and all the volunteers and helpers. Also huge thanks to our
event sponsors Midway Marine Rockingham and Mini Jet WA.

Brett Vagg 



  Race boats they said, race on the Swan River they said, yeah sounds good but when you plan to
make it a race to remember the weather gods like to keep it interesting.

Sunday’s forecast was for wind and rain, and I hoped that the wind and rain would bugger off, the
rain did at least but we still had the wind to deal with when the green flag dropped for the Mini

jets followed 10 minutes later by the adventure class boats and dinghies.
 

The rough conditions seemed to suit the mini jets better than it did the dinghies and adventure
class boats but if you ask anyone who raced it was shocking conditions and they are still feeling it

now. Taking the mini jet win was Brenton Lapworth.
 

The adventure boats looked like they might have had it easier than the dinghies, but both Mitch
and Riley went vertical soon after going around turn boat three for the return run.  Steve (192)

went on to win adventure class. 
 

The dinghies got off to a clean start and got up to speed on their way to the causeway but the fun
was yet to be had, once they reached the narrows and the wind became more noticeable,  the

waves appeared and the dinghies all looked like they were trying to out-jump each other on
every wave. Brad and Ray (200) in their super standard dinghy didn’t get off to the best start but
sure had the speed as they out-classed everyone to take line honours and go to Nannup with first

grid position. (190) KP and Ronny took out sports with (101) Glen and Chris in standards.
 

Next up was the F8s with Rookies and Ladies going out together, with some tight racing from
both classes, Ari managed to get in front of Max and hang on enough to take the top step and

first ever win in Rookies while Mahony won Ladies.
 

The Bathtubs are never a class to disappoint when it comes to some close racing. It was
definitely worth watching as Tim (139) took it to the big guns of the field and will be one to watch
in the future as he finished 2nd behind Todd (166).  The old saying of Rubbing is Racing must be
the theme for mens F8s, as once again the men went at it pushing each other in the corners and

fighting for the win with Riley proving too good and taking the win.
 

Thank you to everyone that helped with the running of the event, I could not have done it
without your support, well done to everyone that raced ,the conditions were not the best for

racing, but it didn’t stop you, so I thank you for being part of this year’s Mario Ambrosino
Marathon.

Bob Bishop 



  Where does one start when it comes to the Retro Round. With the anticipation building of a few
keen racers and talk of some more boats for the 2nd running of the Retro Round it was looking

to be a cracker but due to a date change bringing the race forward by a couple of weeks it meant
that a few boats just didn’t get fixed in time. We still had a good field of boats with 7.5hp, 8hp
and 10hp motors taking to the water for the one shot 10 lap race to win the flag and bragging

honours.
 

The 7.5 hp boats started first with the rest of the field having to wait for their handicap.
Twodogs left the beach and began his race to keep the title.  As the larger motors began their
chase, KP had a upside down party at the 1st turn buoy in his dads old Avon boat that set the

record for the fastest 8hp boat down the Avon River.
 

Twodogs had built a good lead with his 7.5hp motor but he knew he was going to be hunted
down. By half way into lap 6 the heat was on,  Terry and Jimmy, running an 8hp, was now right

behind Twodogs and looking for a way around the 2022 champion. Twodogs went on to hold
them off for three laps showing his incredible skills as a driver.  On lap 9 Terry and Jimmy

managed to get past Twodogs, taking the lead and holding it to the finish line, becoming the
2023 Retro Champions with John & Chris running a 10hp motor finishing 2nd followed by Dave

running a 7.5 motor.
 

When I first thought about holding a Retro Round while sitting my shed a couple years ago
looking at my boats, it had left me thinking I’d love to race the that old coke can sitting next to
the shed. It was not until after the race was held and everyone was talking about how they had
great fun and a good time was had by all the crews that raced and by the people watching on, I
knew I was on a winner. For me the thing that stood out was when I got told Kris had taken Max
out in the retro boat that his grandfather use to race and that was what they loved about this

race, now I realised this is to me the real reason I wanted to do something with these old boats
that some of us are lucky enough to have sitting around collecting cobwebs. Sure I thought it

would be cool to do but its more than that - its more about the history of the sport, people and 
 where it all started.

 
I would like to think it’s one of those tales that starts with "this one time at boat camp", the kind

of story that your grandfather told you and one day you can tell your grand kids.
 

Bob Bishop 



3rd & 4th June - Nannup Cup
19th June - General Meeting 

1st & 2nd  July - Sunnyside Sprint 
24th July - General Meeting

5th August - Avon Time Trial 
6th August -  Avon Practice Day 

12th & 13th August - Avon Descent  
20st August - Avon Presentations 
4th September - General Meeting

23rd to  25th September - Blackwood Classic 
30th September - Blackwood presentations & 

AFL Grand Final Sundowner 
1st October - Blackwood Presentations 
Date TBC October - Potholes Perth Cup 

DATE TBA - Annual General Meeting
 28th October - Commodore's Ball

2023 SEASON CALENDAR

https://www.dinghyracing.com.au/

https://www.dinghyracing.com.au/events


Another busy few weeks since the last “mini” update. It’s been great to see such a good turnout of
boats for the last few events. They have been perfectly run which is a credit to the race directors. The
Swan Marathon is the traditional last event at Burswood before the river season kicks off so I hope
everyone’s prep is going well.  

Graeme Pilmoor 

Commodore's

 We share common goals and look forward to planning events where we enjoy our craft and meet up
for a beer afterwards. MiniJet WA will be holding their river events on similar weekends to the PDRC
on different stretches of water and then we will race together again at the end of the season for the
final circuit event, the Commodore's Cup.  

The BMAG events calendar is being drawn up for the end of this year and the start of next year
(events run from June to June). The process for this is usually a submission of ideal dates, clashes
are highlighted and a resolution process is started. If anyone would like to be involved in this
process please let me know. It will provide good insight into how the calendar is created and
hopefully widen the experience base for members.  

Saturday the 3rd of June is Nannup Cup “practice” day. While practice days for other events are
usually for members to practice their racing craft, the Nannup Cup practice is more of a new member
training day. Water pending, we start as a group and travel upstream until we come across the first
obstacle where we can stop and off advice on how to jump, portage or otherwise. It’s a great day out
usually with plenty of laughs. Check out the sup-regs for more details.  Can’t wait to see you all on
the water. 
                                                         Cheers  

Kris Parnel
l

Report

Last Tuesday’s General Meeting saw
resolution of the proposal to remove rule
610 from the competition rules. The
response from the club members was
resounding with the proposal being
strongly voted against. It needs to be
once again reiterated that it has been the
intention of the committee, right from the
start of this process, to maintain a solid
working relationship with MiniJet WA.



Results now Live online at:    https://www.dinghyracing.com.au/results/

https://www.dinghyracing.com.au/results/


Nannup Hotel is an excellent choice for travellers visiting Nannup, offering many helpful
amenities designed to enhance your stay.

 
You’ll enjoy relaxing rooms that offer a refrigerator and air conditioning, bringing comfort and

convenience to your visit.
 

Plus, Nannup Hotel offers an on-site restaurant, providing a pleasant respite from your busy
day. For guests with a vehicle, free parking is available.

 
While you’re here, be sure to check out some of the cafes, including Nannup Bridge Cafe,

Blackwood Cafe, and Pickle & O, all of which are a short distance from Nannup Hotel.
 

Nannup is also known for some great gardens, including Holberry Sculpture Walk and Nannup
Lavender Farm, which are not too far from Nannup Hotel.

 
Enjoy your stay in Nannup!



Power Dinghy Racing Club of WA (inc)

Sat 3th of June - Practice Day

Sun 4th of June - Race Day

2 0 2 32 0 2 32 0 2 3

Race Director

Roland Turner - 0439 915 184
 

Scrutineer

Brett Vagg - 0416 670 003 
 

Time Keeper / Pit Marshalls

Commitee 



Description of Course

Disclaimer.
The following information is intended as a guide only for competitors, support crew and

spectators. As the conditions are often dependent on water levels, the organisers accept no

responsibility for the correlation of the descriptions and the actual conditions encountered.

 
General.

The section of the river used for the

Nannup Cup is between Nannup and

Sues Bridge (the same course as day 2 of the Blackwood Classic 250).

The distance is approximately 92km Is of long pools interrupted by ti trees, bridges, fallen

logs and minor rapids.

Administration

Classes
There are 4 classes of entry.

10hp Sports

10hp Super Standard

10hp Standard

Adventure Class 

Entries
1. All entries must be made on the Official Race Entry Form.

 
2. The entry fee of $80.00 per power craft must accompany all entries.

 
3. Entries close at 5.30pm on Saturday the 3rd of June 2023. A late entry/scrutineering fee

will be applicable for any craft not entered by this time unless pre organised with the

Race Director(s). 
 

4. Practice/Training Day, please see separate Supplementary Regulations
 

5. Please register your boat number, crew details and class via Facebook post or via email

on pdrcnewsletter@gmail.com 



Competitors
1. There shall be two (2) competitors in each power craft who may not be substituted

throughout the Nannup Cup. Should the team as entered need to be changed for any reason,

the Race Director(s) must be notified and approval be gained before the Nannup Cup

commences.
 

2. No competitor shall act in a manner detrimental to the performance of another

competitor. (e.g no deliberate ramming of craft etc.) 
 

3. Each competitor must be a current financial member and the holder of the appropriate

grade of competitors licence for the class in which they have entered.
 

4. By submission of the Official Race Entry Form, it is considered that competitors are

aware of the potentially dangerous nature of the course, acquainted with the rules of

the Nannup Cup and are medically fit.

Briefing
1. The briefing will be held prior to the Race start time, at a location to be confirmed at

registrations.
 

2. At least one(l) competitor and one (1) member of the Support Crew must attend the briefing

and record their attendance.
 

3. Failure to attend the briefing will result in a non-start.
 

4. Should the water levels change the start point, time and procedures may be modified, if so

this will be announced via Facebook.
 

5. Amended checkpoint cut off times may also be announced at the briefing.

Registration and Pre Race Scrutineering
Pre Race Scrutineering and Registration will be held at the end of Brockman Street,

 Nannup behind the caravan park on

Saturday June 3rd 2023 between 4.30pm and 5.30pm.
 

Craft must be presented for scrutineering prior to 5.30pm on June 3rd 2023, unless other

arrangements are made with the Scrutineer.

Please ensure that your power craft is presented upright and race ready.
 

Motors are required to be presented at Pre Race Scrutineering.
 

All crafts must produce a WA recreational skippers ticket (RST) for at least one

competitor.  A high res digital photo of both sides is ok 

Please ensure that you RST is current and it must be carried on your craft. 
 

All competitors must ensure that they have accumulated sufficient licence points 

(for your class) in accordance with competition rules 2235-2249.

Qualification for your class is your responsibility. 



Nannup Start Grid 
Grids will be assigned according to their class & finish in the Mario Ambrosino Swan

Marathon, followed by boat numbers drawn from a hat for additional entries.

 

Practice
No Pre Event practice is permitted on the

Blackwood River except for those involved in the organised Practice/Training day.

Time Claims
Claims for time lost in assisting other competitors will only be considered if the other

competitors were in danger (this does not include mechanical breakdown, lost support crew,

etc) Claims of this nature must be verified by the competitors assisted.

A decision on whether or not to accept a time claim will be made by the Race Director(s)

whose decision is final and not subject to protest.

 

A survival kit must be carried
Rule - 835 SURVIVAL KIT

Each craft entered in the Nannup Cup must have a survival kit that shall include not less

than 400g of high calorific value food (e.g. glucose, chocolate, nuts etc.) and a box of

waterproof matches and/or cigarette lighter, one compression bandage, one bandage, 30mls

of saline solution (in date), all in one waterproof container.

It is also strongly recommended that you carry ample supplies of drinking water

RACING RULES

Start
The Nannup Cup will start at the Nannup Tourist Caravan Park under the bridge at

8.30am (water level dependant) As per Start Grid. (see below)

Two teams will start every thirty (30) seconds if the event is started at Nannup.

The start procedure may be subject to change depending upon the location of the start line.

The motor shall not be started until the power craft is completely in the water and the

propeller submerged.

Competitors who, for whatever reason, fail to start at their officially nominated start

time may start at any time after that time (by direction of the race starter) but will be

recorded as having started at the nominated start time.

Swim Test 
New members & first time racers must contact the scrutineer prior to the event to

organise a swim test as swim tests will not be conducted in Nannup.



Refuelling
Refuelling may take place at Jalbarragup only.

Any decanting of fuel must be made in the allocated refuelling area (TBA)

Fuel tank swaps are permitted.

NO Beach landings are permitted.

The power craft must be completely out of the water before the fuel tank is removed.

 

Replacement Parts
Any part of the motor, except for the powerhead, may be replaced during the event.

Post-Race scrutineering will be announced at briefing. There will definitely be post-race

scrutineering so ensure your boat and motor are legal to the current PDRC club specs.

Results
1. A team must complete the entire distance on the water to be a legitimate finisher. 

 
2. Provisional results will be announced at presentations.

 
3. Results will be declared after the completion of post race scrutineering and after all

protests and appeals have been heard.
 

4. Full official results will be published via Facebook.

Support Crew
1. Each team shall have a Support Crew of at least one adult person.

 
2. The Support Crew of a team need not necessarily be members of the PDRC.

 
3. The Support Crew vehicle shall display the Race ID number of the team it is supporting. 

 
4. Motorbikes shall not be used for Support Crew vehicles

 
5. Each member of the Support Crew shall make themselves acquainted with the Competition

Rules and Supplementary Regulations contained within this document.



Checkpoints
A checkpoint cut off time may be changed by the Race Director if it is deemed that the

safety of a competitor may be at risk

PRESENTATION FUNCTION. 
The venue of the Presentation of Prizes and Trophies will be at the Nannup Hotel outside in

the beer garden (depending on weather) with appropriate outdoor heating (if required) at

approx 7.00pm on Sunday 4th of June



Practice/Training Day Details
 

Practice Day Organiser - Roland Turner
 

There will be a free Practice/Training day on Saturday the 3rd of June 2023. 

 

Location: From Jalbarragup Bridge with boats running up river for approximately 1 hour and

then returning to Jalbarragup Bridge.

 

Start time is 11.00am sharp, there will be no new water entries after the main group has

taken to the water. It is vital that all craft entering the water have registered.

Registration WILL NOT be manned after start so if you are late, no practice.

 

Scrutineering Requirements
All safety equipment that you would have on race days in a river will be required for

practice day.

Scrutineer for Practice - Brett Vagg

Registration for Practice - Committee

 

Procedure for Practice
All boats will leave as a group. There will be no late entries. The will be regrouping

regularly and then we will return with slower boats going first. All boats must be off the

water by 3.00pm. 

 

Please Note:
The Practice/Training day is for training and enjoyment purposes only. It is not for grid

positions or Championship points. The aim is to practice technique in log jams and awkward

situations, as well as socialise with our fellow boat enthusiasts.

 

Hope to see you there.....



Bar Open 10:45am

 Presentations 11:00am

Lunch 12:00 

Classic 250 Presentations

 Grand Final 12:40pm  

Members:  Free 

Non Members: $10.00

Come down and join us as we celebrate this years
winners of the 2023 Blackwood Classic 250.  

Lunch will be provided, Cash bar will be open.  
Enjoy the presentations then stay for lunch and the 

AFL Grand Final on the big Screen 

Saturday 30th September


