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INCIDENT PACKED

RACE AT NANNUP

The 1992 Nannup Race was held
in water conditions approx.
600mm lowerthan 1991. 33 entries
started the race with 18 entries

finishing.

Most competitors arrived Saturday
afternoon and begun to set up camp at the
Nannup Tourist Caravan Park. The luckier
booked in at Nannup Hotel ready for
Karaoke Night and Sunday race start.

On Saturday the Organising Committee
inspected the river and the decision to start
at Nannup Bridge was made. While this
was going on a number of competitors
were practising, including Fast Frank
chopping up choppers.

Atthe Saturday Night Karaoke Night, Motor
Mouth Mark Whatley led the ‘Whatley and
the Dinghy Races’ to the microphone with
their rendition of New York New York,
followed by ‘Mark Inis and the Tribe’ with
something no one heard (luckily). But the
night belonged to Kevin Pratter who made
everyone listen to just about every song
ever recorded on a Karaoke machine, out
of tune!

Sunday morning scrutineering was held by
Geof Hall (his first time in the seat) with
many problems arising. 8.30 a.m. briefing
was held and competitors were anxious for
a start.

Five minutes before the start time, Gary
Evans switched on his rebuilt, hi-tech start
lights. (He was earlier seen in a kneeling
position). His prayers were answered as
the start went off without a hitch.

The water level caught most racers by
surprise as the logs which were 2 feet out
ofthe water last year were now 4 feet high.
This meant trying to go underneath,
resulting in atleasttwo ofthe frontrunners,
105 and 139, coming to grief.

At checkpoint 2, there was only 6 seconds
between boats 105 and 116 with Fast
Frank just 3 minutes further back. In
Standard class Pretty Boy was 1 second
behind, with 011 two minutes behind, and
then another two minutes to 047.

Boat casualties to the first checkpoint were
only light with two boats 003 and 034 not
making Barrabup. With cut-out times in
effect, boats screamed off for Jalbarragup.
Boat 061 was the only boat not to make it.
By checkpoint 3 numbers were starting to
diminish, with boats 081, 197, 101, 016
and others missing Mileanup ford. By the
end of the race 15 boats were out.

As the race progressed towards Sues
Bridge, the water level seemed to get
lower with numerous rapid sections causing
propellerdamage, not normally associated
with this a section of river.

Two Rescue Craft entered the water during
the event, one at Nannup Bridge, crewed
by Stretch and Steve Fuller, The other at
Jalbarragup. Both craft had a busy day but
by checkpoint 3, the second rescue boat
was out with a hole in the side. This left
Stretch and Steve to clean up the river. By
3.30 the boys reached Mileanup with no
fuel and no props. With communication
between checkpoints made available by
S.E.S,, fuel and props were on the way.
Only a few Kims later, Stretch and Steve
were paddling with a broken propshaft.
They were found by S.E.S. at about 8.30
p.m.An hour and a halflater, rigged up with
a new battery and spotties the boys were
back in the river determined to find the
remaining two boats. At about midnight,
justbefore Judy’s Road, Stretch and Steve
arrived safely with the four lost competitors.
On Ya boys!

Boatnumber 116 crewed by Craig Whatley
and Trevor Gerrick were outright winners.
The organising committee congratulates
all placegetters and apologies to those
inconvenienced by the non event
presentation function. We also offer sincere
thanks to Charlie Gilbert, The Nannup
Lions, The Nannup S.E.S., Nannup St
John Ambulance, Policeman John Birt,
George Cox, Cameron Wilkie, Steve Fuller,
Darren and Wayne Austin, The Nannup
Hotel, Velmade Products, Captain Cook
Cruises and Phillips Furniture.

The final race results will be announced
with a Presentation of trophies at the club
meeting on the 8th of June.

| hate to keep harping on the importance of
rescue and safety but yet another mishap
lastweekend atthe Nannup Cup reinforced
our resolve to keep improving our
standards.

During the last season we had an
unprecedented run of accidents in major
and minor events.

Although the incident at Nannup didn't
involve any injury, it demonstrated how we
have to be prepared for every situation.

Lack of craft preparation was largely to
blame for the withdrawal of a large number
of craft. Both rescue boats also broke
down.

This left two boat crews stranded on the
river bank till they were rescued well after
dark. They didn't arrive back at Nannup till
after midnight that night.

Officers fromthe State Emergency Service
later praised the Race Director Tay
Overstone, the race officials and rescue
teams for the way they handled a very
difficult situation.

The PDRC committee will be reviewing the
incidentin an effort to improve procedures
further.

A diamond encrusted medal for bravery
should go to Stretch Wilkie and Steve
Fuller who put the repaired rescue boat
back in the river at 10.30 p.m. to go looking
for the lost parties.

Be aware, dinghy racing is a serious
business! Racers should always prepare
for the worst situation rather than thinking
about the bare minimum.

Peter Bevan
Commodore

NEW PDRC
OFFICE NUMBER
4901714

Enquiries to Secretary
Lyn Berloth

Please send photos, stories and information
for publication to:

POWER DINGY RACER
20 Lawrence Street
Gosnells 6110

RACERS CAUGHT BREACHING MARINE AND
HARBOURS REGULATIONS MAY BE
DISQUALIFIED FROM THE AVON DESCENT. A
5 KNOT SPEED LIMIT EXISTS UPSTREAM
FROM THE MIDDLE SWAN BRIDGE.
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ENTRY FEE
$25.00 NON-REFUNDABLE
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If under the age of eighteen years as at the date of the
Event the following section is to be completed.

| agree to my son/daughter entering the Event.

Signature of Parent or Guardian
THIS IS A CLOSED EVENT.

IF YOUR BOAT’S NOT RIGHT — YOU DON’T START!




INCIDENT PACKED
RACE AT NANNUP

The 1992 Nannup Race was held
in water conditions approx.
600mm lowerthan 1991.33 entries
started the race with 18 entries

finishing.

Most competitors arrived Saturday
afternoon and begun to set up camp at the
Nannup Tourist Caravan Park. The luckier
booked in at Nannup Hotel ready for
Karaoke Night and Sunday race start.

On Saturday the Organising Committee
inspected the river and the decision to start
at Nannup Bridge was made. While this
was going on a number of competitors
were practising, including Fast Frank
chopping up choppers.

Atthe Saturday Night Karaoke Night, Motor
Mouth Mark Whatley led the ‘Whatley and
the Dinghy Races’ to the microphone with
their rendition of New York New York,
followed by ‘Mark Inis and the Tribe’ with
something no one heard (luckily). But the
night belonged to Kevin Pratter who made
everyone listen to just about every song
ever recorded on a Karaoke machine, out
of tune!

Sunday morning scrutineering was held by
Geof Hall (his first time in the seat) with
many problems arising. 8.30 a.m. briefing
was held and competitors were anxious for
a start.

Five minutes before the start time, Gary
Evans switched on his rebuilt, hi-tech start
lights. (He was earlier seen in a kneeling
position). His prayers were answered as
the start went off without a hitch.

The water level caught most racers by
surprise as the logs which were 2 feet out
ofthe water last year were now 4 feet high.
This meant trying to go underneath,
resulting in atleasttwo ofthe frontrunners,
105 and 139, coming to grief.

At checkpoint 2, there was only 6 seconds
between boats 105 and 116 with Fast
Frank just 3 minutes further back. In
Standard class Pretty Boy was 1 second
behind, with 011 two minutes behind, and
then another two minutes to 047.

Boat casualties to the first checkpoint were
only light with two boats 003 and 034 not
making Barrabup. With cut-out times in
effect, boats screamed off for Jalbarragup.
Boat 061 was the only boat not to make it.
By checkpoint 3 numbers were starting to
diminish, with boats 081, 197, 101, 016
and others missing Mileanup ford. By the
end of the race 15 boats were out.

As the race progressed towards Sues
Bridge, the water level seemed to get
lower with numerous rapid sections causing
propeller damage, notnormally associated
with this a section of river.

Two Rescue Craft entered the water during
the event, one at Nannup Bridge, crewed
by Stretch and Steve Fuller, The other at
Jalbarragup. Both craft had a busy day but
by checkpoint 3, the second rescue boat
was out with a hole in the side. This left
Stretch and Steve to clean up the river. By
3.30 the boys reached Mileanup with no
fuel and no props. With communication
between checkpoints made available by
S.E.S., fuel and props were on the way.
Only a few Kims later, Stretch and Steve
were paddling with a broken propshaft.
They were found by S.E.S. at about 8.30

p.m.An hour and a halflater, rigged up with -

a new battery and spotties the boys were
back in the river determined to find the
remaining two boats. At about midnight,
justbefore Judy’s Road, Stretch and Steve
arrived safely with the four lost competitors.
On Ya boys!

Boatnumber 116 crewed by Craig Whatley
and Trevor Gerrick were outright winners.
The organising committee congratulates
all placegetters and apologies to those
inconvenienced by the non event
presentation function. We also offer sincere
thanks to Charlie Gilbert, The Nannup
Lions, The Nannup S.E.S., Nannup St
John Ambulance, Policeman John Birt,
George Cox, Cameron Wilkie, Steve Fuller,
Darren and Wayne Austin, The Nannup
Hotel, Velmade Products, Captain Cook
Cruises and Phillips Furniture.

The final race results will be announced
with a Presentation of trophies at the club
meeting on the 8th of June.

PDRC COMMODORE'S
REPORT

| hate to keep harping on the importance of
rescue and safety but yet another mishap
lastweekend atthe Nannup Cup reinforced
our resolve to keep improving our
standards.

During the last season we had an
unprecedented run of accidents in major
and minor events.

Although the incident at Nannup didn't
involve any injury, it demonstrated how we
have to be prepared for every situation.

Lack of craft preparation was largely to
blame for the withdrawal of a large number
of craft. Both rescue boats also broke
down.

This left two boat crews stranded on the
river bank till they were rescued well after
dark. They didn't arrive back at Nannup till
after midnight that night.

Officers fromthe State Emergency Service
later praised the Race Director Tay
Overstone, the race officials and rescue
teams for the way they handled a very
difficult situation.

The PDRC committee will be reviewing the
incidentin an effort to improve procedures
further.

A diamond encrusted medal for bravery
should go to Stretch Wilkie and Steve
Fuller who put the repaired rescue boat
back inthe river at 10.30 p.m. to go looking
for the lost parties.

Be aware, dinghy racing is a serious
business! Racers should always prepare
for the worst situation rather than thinking
about the bare minimum.

Peter Bevan
Commodore

NEW PDRC
OFFICE NUMBER
4901714

Enquiries to Secretary
Lyn Berloth

Please send photos, stories and information
for publication to:

POWER DINGY RACER
20 Lawrence Street
Gosnells 6110

RACERS CAUGHT BREACHING MARINE AND
HARBOURS REGULATIONS MAY BE
DISQUALIFIED FROM THE AVON DESCENT. A
5 KNOT SPEED LIMIT EXISTS UPSTREAM
FROM THE MIDDLE SWAN BRIDGE.

RULES CLARIFICATION

Proposal

| propose that the following motion be put to Northam’s Avon
Descent Association and the Blackwood River Sports Club to
replace their forthcoming Sub Regulations.

Each member entering an Avon Descent or
Blackwood Classic must compete in any two
W.A.S.D.A. sanctioned events within 24 months
prior to the said event.

Proposed: Neville Watson

Seconded: Kevin Lawrence

Proposed Motion for Competition Rule 19.
Any amendment to a Motion being debated at a
General Meeting called for that purpose may be
ratified in the debate and accepted by the
Chairman on the night as long as it stays to the
original amendments intent.

Proposed: Gary Evans

Seconded: Darren Austin

RULE CHANGES

The following Rule changes have been ac-

cepted by W.A.S.D.A. and will be in force for the

1992 season as from June 30, including this

years Avon Descent.

(1) Only propellors as supplied by the
manufacturer for that model motor
shall be used. Metal may not be
removed from the propellor with the
exception of repairs made to the
leading edges ofthe propellor blades.
Propellor blades may not be cupped
or pitch altered. Damage to leading
edges of t the propellor blades may
only be repaired by cuting the edge
back. The cut must be perpendicular
tothe surface ofthe blade (ie Afterthe
repair is made, the leading edges
must be squar and the entire back
and front surfaces of the blade must
remain intact.)

2) Rule 21.1. (Outboard motor after
handles...toread) propellorsincluding
those carried in the boat during the
course of an event to meet class
specifications.

(3) The scrutineer fora W.A.S.D.A event
may not compete in that event.
(4) Rule 17.10. Championship points for

the Avon Descent and Blackwood
Classic 250 to be double the points
for other events, i.e.

1st: 200 4th: 80
2nd: 160 5th: 40
3rd: 120

Starting 2 (not placegetters)
Finishing 10 (not placegetters)

(5) A new race class to be adopted for
dinghy racing called ALLOY CLASS.

* Boats must be aluminium with one
piece transom.

* Motors must be 10 years old or older.

* Propellors must be new. (ie. Manu-
facturer’s and straight from box)

* Other specifications as per Standard
Class.

( WHERE TO GO )

ALUMINIUM WELDING:
(Racing dinghies, engine reinforcing,
fuel tanks, transom frames etc.)
Frank Berloth 398 1800
Steve Palmer 457 9935
SURFACING PROPELLORS:

Arthur Fairhurst 351 8388 or Frank Berloth as
agent for Arthur, (same price) 398 1800
RUBBER GEARBOXES:

Jeff Hodgkinson 364 9720 or Frank Berloth as
agent for Jeff, (same price) 398 1800
TRANSOM JACKS:

Kevin Green 364 7820
ENGINES & MECHANICAL SERVICE:
Frank Berloth 398 1800
(For any additions to this list please contact
the editor Rob De Joode)

'DINGHY
DITTIES

Craig Whatley is already proving
to be the man to beat. Apparently
he is already faster than his best
times last year in his new dinghy
and he justshowed everyone how
much his driving has improved by
blitzing the Nannup Cup. Look
out Mark... little bro's coming af-
ter yal

Looksliketheclub’s goingto have
more aircraft carriers than the
‘Fourth Fleet’. Frank Berloth is
apparently building four lookalikes
to his pacestting dinghy.

Rob Dedoode’s speech at the
Commodore’s Ball was a rip-
snorter. By the time he had fin-
ished the marathon ‘dribblogue’
keveryone’s beer had gone flat.

J

DIVE SKI AND SURF

413 Hay Street., Subiaco
Ph. (09) 381 2744
Wetsuits - Boots - Gloves
Off the rack or custom
made in team colours. Bring in
this ad. for members discount.
Call in now and ask for

\ Ray Horn. (143) J

CLUB NEWS

The 150 or so racers and partners that attended
the Commodore’s Ball weren'’t let down again
this year. A fantastic night was had by all at the
Le Mirage centre with plenty of entertainment,
dancing, good food and voice box lubrication.
Highlights of the night were Russel Wilsons
‘straight-from-the-heart’ Commodore's speech
and Rob DedJoode's ‘marathon’ acceptance
speech on winning the State Championship.
Special thanks to Mark Whatley and his team for
putting on a superb night.

Allan Bartlet and John Haynes require full time
racing partners for their dinghies this season,
including the Avon and Blackwood. If you qualify
and are looking for a ride, ring:

Allan Bartlett: 447 6712 or 246 2677
John Haynes: 459 7023.

The AVON SHAKEDOWN is a new event on
our calendar and has been specifically putthere

to allow new racers to get their two races up to
be eligible for this years Avon Descent. The
venue at Baldivis Ski Park is absolutely first
class with superb water, clean sandy beaches,
acres of grassed lawns going right down to the
water, plenty of parking and good facilities. You
would think the park was purpose built just for
us! This is a chance for newcomers to compete
in simulated river conditions alongside the club’s
best racers. Don’t miss this opportunity.

Thanks must go to Zodiac Inflatables W.A. for
donating repair work on the rescue boats,
amountingto several hundred dollars. Well done
guys!

FOR SALE

Brand new un-raced kevlar dinghy will be com-
pleted in time for Avon. Complete with alloy
transom $1900.00. Inspect shaped blank now.
Phone Peter Bevan 401 7290

FOR SALE
Bathtub. 1 year old good condition. $550.00.
Phone Lyn on 398 1800
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]
1991 - '92 SEASON
(These points include worst results which were dropped for final championship points.)

DINGHIES C. Whatley 87 F8's L. Goddard 6
R. DeJoode 681 Tay Overstones 72 K. Webb 600 P. Lineham 6
R. Gerrick 681 G. M°Namara 66 S. Bennett 540 M. Wilson 6
I. Williamson 667 G. Hall 56 C. Skewes 500 D. Hindle 6
K. Parnell 607 M. Webb 46 T. Maxfield 172 PEEWEE'S

T. Thomas 46 B. Barden 106
TUBS GROUP 1
J. Skewes 680 H, Thomas 18 M. H‘ealy. 140 Justine Watson 800

R. Robinson 6 D. Dimmick 80 s
J. Ferguson 306 : Todd Williamson 520

D. Wallace 6 S. Webb 72 .
F. Berloth 306 P Helm 6 L. Dogget 40 Ben Fairhurst 380
N. Watson 244 & Masawell 6 K Barden 32 GROUP 2
G. Evans 198 A. Maxwell 6 T \Wilson 30 Narelle Watson 460
J. Haynes 125 P Hink 19 Nova Bevan 300
D. Palmer 100 J. Haynes 6 Tyron Wilson 200




