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Hi everyone 
Power Dinghy News is back for a new year bringing
you all your Dinghy Racing info.  
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Got an amazing photo, a great story to tell or a
sponsor you want to shout out to - send it to  
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COMMODORES 
WELCOME

Welcome to another year of boat racing and friends. Goodbye 2023 and Gday to the 2024 season. 

2023 has been taxing on most people and the year has had some ups and downs. Unfortunately, Kris Parnell
has stood down as Commodore and could no continue into this year. Kris’s hard work for the club has
always been exceptional and has shown the values of a great commodore. Kris will be continuing to help me
through the transition and I look forward to trying to do as good a job as him. 

The end of 2023 also saw David Mcconkey standing down from the committee. Dave has been on the
committee for longer than even he can remember and was also an outstanding Commodore in his own right.
Dave was ready for a much-needed break and my pleading couldn’t get him to stay. The club thanks Dave
for his years of service and this was shown at the ball with David’s award of Life Membership. Dave has
entered alongside other great club people for Life Membership.  He is what most club people should aspire
to and has made a difference in our great club. 

The new committee has had new faces and some old return to start up the year flying. Late last year I
wanted to start the ball rolling and try and get some of the enthusiasm down on paper and everyone
jumped at the chance for a meeting. People have been working so hard and continuing from last season that
I can’t believe the level of work everyone is putting in. Everyone will see this coming into Australia Day and
the start of the season.  I need to thank one person in particular, “Losty” -  he is working so hard on the rule
book and messaging almost every day on rules and interpretations. The cleaned-up Rule Book will be out
for everyone in the near future. Cheers Losty, I will have to buy you a beer OZ DAY. 

Last year was a full-on year for KP, the committee and rules committee with needing to make decisions on
rules, race violations and then the back lash of people’s interpretations and lack of care of the committee’s
role and the cCode of Conduct.  I am not the sort of person that will take this sort of thing lightly and this is
in part why I was asked to put my hand up for this role this year. What happened in the past will be
acknowledged by myself and those involved in coming weeks before the start of the season. 

Moving forward there will be acknowledgement of the Code of Conduct by every racer before their
membership will be accepted by the club. Those not willing to sign off on the Code of Conduct or who are in
breach of the Code of Conduct throughout the year, will have their membership either not accepted or
removed from the club for the year.  This is not a thing that this committee or myself will be soft on this
year. No club volunteer needs to be treated poorly in any way in the course of their duties. 

New motors are coming!!
Most have seen the Facebook post and responded if they want to order a new motor. These new
Merc/Tohatsu 9.9 motors will be a great thing for our club and bringing in fresh equipment is amazing for
our club for the future.  If you haven’t already please add your name to the list for a new motor in the 24/25
season. 

I look forward to a great season and great fun on and off the water with this fantastic club. Most know my
love of the club and boat racing in general and I welcome any input from members new and old to keep
improving the club for the future. 
See everyone Australia Day, OZZY OZZY OZZY…

Cheers 

Chris Johnson 



Commodore – Chris Johnson 
Vice Commodore – Alex Foster  
Secretary – Paula Vagg  
Treasurer – Mahony Fenn  
Rear Commodore –  Shane Tregurtha
Scrutineer – Brett Vagg
Newsletter Editor – Graeme Pilmoor
Public Relations Officer – Steve Found  
Property Officer – Brandon Hodges
Social Manager – Roland Turner 
Social Committee - Amy Johnson, Mitch Lanore, Alex Pilmoor, Sam
Rowlands
Rules Committee - Brett  V, Shane T, Todd W, Zac, Bob and Matt T.
WARSWA Delegate – Sarah Blake 
WARSWA Reserve – Alex Foster
NADA Delegate – Mahony Fenn

Mario Ambrosino & Retro Race - Bob Bishop & Graeme P. 

Avon Time Trial and Practice  - Alex Foster  

2024 COMMITTEE2024 COMMITTEE

Enduro  - Glen Dusenberg & Jack Joyner
Australia Day Cup - Shane Tregurtha

Outback Regatta - Brett Vagg   & Mitch Lagore 
Proline Cup - Alex Foster & Harley Watwratrom

Nannup Cup - Tyron Wilson 
Sunnyside Sprint  - John Peddel & Chris Whitney  

Nannup Practice day & Prop Test  - Graeme P.

Blackwood Classic 250  - Graeme P. & Two Dogs   
Commodore’s Cup - Chris Johnson 

Masters Milk Carton Regatta - Graeme Pilmoor

Race Directors Race Directors 



26th January - Australia Day Cup
Mon 5th February - General Meeting

18th February - Enduro 
Tue 5th March - General Meeting

17th March - Close Enough / Proline Cup 
20th & 21st April  - Outback Regatta, Lake Towerrinning

5th May - Mario Ambrosino & Retro Round 
Mon 13th May - General Meeting

26th May  - Nannup Cup Practice & Prop Shape Day
1st & 2nd June - Nannup Cup

Tue 11th June - General Meeting 
22nd June - SunnySide Sprint Practice Day

29th & 30th June - Sunnyside Sprint 
Mon 22nd July - General Meeting

3rd August - Avon Time Trial 
4th August -  Avon Practice Day 

10th & 11th August - Avon Descent 
18th August - Avon Presentations 

Mon 2nd September - General Meeting
14th September  - Blackwood Classic Practice ay

21st to 23rd September - Blackwood Classic 
29th September - Blackwood Presentations 

20th October - Commodores’ Cup 
Mon 28th - Annual General Meeting
9th November - Commodore's Ball

TBC - November - Masters Milk Carton Regatta 

2024 SEASON CALENDAR2024 SEASON CALENDAR

Get all the changes updated direct to your device!  Get all the changes updated direct to your device!  

Subscribe to the live PDRC Calendar at  Subscribe to the live PDRC Calendar at  

https://www.dinghyracing.com.au/

https://www.dinghyracing.com.au/events


Last year there were many comments made
about the flags being hard to see when out on the
water.    So at the Australia Day event we will be
trying a new electronic mill start on the big
screen.  

Mill Start InfoMill Start Info

To Begin: The screen will flash MILL on a dark
green background.

60 will be displayed to begin the one
minute countdown, this will be
displayed on a light green
background. The green background
will hold for 45 seconds. 

At 15 seconds to go 15 will be
displayed on blue background, and
the screen will stay blue for 10
seconds.

At 5 seconds to go 5 will be
displayed on  a white background,
and the screen will stay white for for
5 seconds.

At the end of the 60
seconds, GO will be

displayed on a
yellow background. 

Jump starts 
and all other details

will be as usual. 
The standard flags

will be in use during
actual racing.  



New Motors AvailableNew Motors Available

A local marine company has offered to help us get these motors through and delivered to
WA. 
Minimum orders of 10 at a time. Freight costs may differ on orders, making costs go up
slightly as time goes by.
There is paperwork and ongoing records required for every single motor we purchase and
they are intended for racing use and not just for people to put in their sheds. 
And once again,  they can't be sold outside of the club for a period and this is monitored
by the government.  
At the moment the ball park figure of a single motor in a 10 motor minimum order will be
around $2600.
As a club, we need to get behind this. If we can not fill the 35 minimum order, I would say
this will not be available again. 

Tohatsu D2 9.9's 

for sale 

                    $2600

Tohatsu D2 9.9's 

for sale 

                    $2600(Approximate cost) 

Brad Kitcher has researched the possibility of getting an exemption for
the supply of 2 stroke motors into WA. After going through the process
it became apparent that the amount of motors needed to be bought
out-weighed his needs. After getting all the paperwork completed he
has now passed it onto myself to offer to the motors to club members
for purchase. 
So, we have available to us as a club 9.9 D2 Tohatsu/Mercury outboards. There are some
rules in owning these motors and they can not leave the club for 3 years. 
We need to purchase a minimum of 35 outboards by the end of the 24 month period of
exemption, which has already started. 

I would like to start a register for anyone wanting to
purchase one or more of these motors. Once we start the
list, I will show everyone the requirements for buying one
and who and when to pay. Orders will go through the
dealer and motors will be received by the dealer once
shipped. 
Please register your interest with Chris Johnson via email,
phone or facebook.  

Chris Johnson 



Power Dinghy Racing Club of WA endorses the following code of conduct
for our members.

This code of conduct is underpinned by the following core values.
• To act within the rules and spirit of our sport.
• To display respect and courtesy towards everyone involved in our sport noting that
everyone in a organisational role is doing so as a volunteer.
• To prioritise the encouragement and safety of new and junior members into our
sport.

A member shall:
• Respect the rights, dignity and worth of others.
• Be fair, considerate and honest in all dealing with others.
• Be professional in, and accept responsibility for, your actions.
• Be aware of, and maintain an uncompromising understanding of and adhesion to,
Power Dinghy Racing Club of WA Constitution, Competition Rules and Specifications
documents.
• Act in a way that provides a good example to junior and new members to the club.
• Refrain from any form of harassment of others.
• Refrain from any behaviour that may bring the Power Dinghy Racing Club of WA
into disrepute.
• Provide a safe environment for the conduct of racing power dinghies and training.
• Be a positive role model.
• Understand that race teams are responsible for the behaviour and actions of their
support crew and affiliates at race events and weekends away with the club. 
• Be aware of the constitution paragraph 20. “Discipline” specifically 20.1 relating to
“reasons”.
• Understand that the competition rules and specifications documents are
the responsibility of all members. Utilise the rule proposal process to maintain
workable documents for the current racing format.
• Understand that it is management committees responsibility to uphold the
rulebook as it reads.

General Code of ConductGeneral Code of Conduct





January 1992

January 1992



It was a beautiful spring day with perfect blue sky and glass-like water.   We started early,
arriving before 7 so we could bring the boat into the beach and get all the set up done before
any public arrived.  By 8 we were done, and after a quick breakfast at the Dome we waited for
the festival to begin.  94.5 Pete and Kymba were there live as well as Old Macdonald’s Travelling
Farms, Masters Cows, face painting, kids inflatable water slide and some fun stalls were  to make
the day for everyone.  
At 10 am things kicked off with the live broadcast on 94.5 starting and all the activities getting
underway. Masters supplied the refreshments with free samples being given to everyone. Pete
and Kymba started the water activities off, taking their craft built by Subiaco Mens, Shed, out
for a water test.  After a bit of a wobbly start Pete and Kymba got out on to the water, the craft, a
simple row boat design, went well and had only a few cartons fall off as they traversed the
course.  With the course now tested it was time to begin the racing.  
Race 1 - Saw the first of the home made boats enter the water. Masters Moo Tineers took an
early lead and never looked back taking the first race  with little competition. Back in the pack
many of the boats were struggling for stability or just sinking, which only made it more of a
spectacle.  
Race 2 - Our race.  As we waited on the start line, tension was high as we ended up in a bad place
on the grid with little to no room to paddle.  As the start horn sounded, Sam and Alex started to
paddle, almost submerging the MSS crew, whose craft was already lacking buoyancy so a wave
of water from our paddles didn’t help.  Alex and Sam tore out of the gate taking an early lead. 



Before the race started the Nauti Buoys and the Bartons looked to be our real competition, however  
as soon as the race started the Nauti Buoys craft had a catastrophic failure causing one crew
member to be left in the water slowing their take off.   The Bartons on the other hand were hot on
the tail of Sam and Alex, looking to close the gap, they tried to increase their pace only to roll the
craft and allow Sam and Alex to take Race 2 with a full half lap lead.  So much of a lead they were
almost forgotten as all the action was happening behind them with a 4 way battle for second.  Alex
and Sam were back on the beach with a drink in hand when somehow the Nauti Buoys over took Cow
Shark and Wally Wafarers to take out second place.  
Race 3 - Was another great race with lots of mishaps and capsizes, but Hovertron was the clear
winner as they led from start to finish in their transforming craft. 
It was a wonderful day for all and the win was a bonus.  We took our craft home and are now
planning  next years event. 
For 2024 I want PDRC to have the biggest craft there.  To do this I need lots of masters 600ml milk
cartons, so many its ridiculous, 3 thousand would be great.......   
The 2 main ideas are a large Castle or a Trophy both built on a large pontoon setup so we can reuse
this years cartons in the 2024 race and maybe then use all of them in the 2025 race.   
The Trophy would just be a big box with this years boat on top and a plaque that says 2023 Race 2
winners.  The castle would mean the destruction of the 23 craft to use the components in
constructing the castle with parapets and maybe even a cannon on top (or a rookie with a super
soaker).  Both Crafts in 24 would be powered by 4 paddlers (Light volunteers required) and if all goes
well, in 2025 we can use the trophy or castle as the centre for our massive battleship craft. It would
be powered by 6 paddlers with 2 rookies manning the gun turrets.  It’s a big plan but anything is
possible if we can just collect all the cartons. Graeme Pilmoor



Public Vote WinnersPublic Vote Winners

Moo Moo Sharks 

                By 

Mirrabooka High School 

Moo Moo Sharks 

                By 

Mirrabooka High School 

2nd = Wally Wayfarers                                                             3rd = Ship box2nd = Wally Wayfarers                                                             3rd = Ship box



Other EntriesOther Entries

Cow Shark Cow Shark 

Oh Yeah Buoy Oh Yeah Buoy 

Kingsley
Football

club 

Kingsley
Football

club 

The Floating Fairies & 
their Magical Unicorn

BOB 

The Floating Fairies & 
their Magical Unicorn

BOB 

 Winners Race 1  
Masters Moo Tineers 

 Winners Race 1  
Masters Moo Tineers 



 Winners 
Race 3  

HoverTron 

 Winners 
Race 3  

HoverTron 

Da BuoysDa Buoys

Masters of the 
universe 

Masters of the 
universe 

The Beef The Beef 

Uss Independence Uss Independence 
By Intel Life By Intel Life 

The Karma Krew  The Karma Krew  



Other EntriesOther Entries
The Bartons  The Bartons  Nauti BouysNauti Bouys

MSSMSS DCR 
Pirates

DCR 
Pirates

The Black Pearl The Black Pearl 

What the ShellWhat the Shell



Start the racing year off with a bang on Australia Day.
All classes will be racing as well as F8s & Tubs, so get

your rigs together and come on down. 
 BBQ Facilities available for use,   BYO Food and Drinks.  
Water Slide for the kids and free icy poles to help keep

ya cool. 
Let's have a big start to the 2024 season. Hope to see as

many of you as possible.
As usual if you sign up on Australia Day the $50.00 

Race ID fee will be waived.

Friday 26th January 2024
Burswood Clubrooms
Race Director: Shane Tregurtha 
                               (0419 045 674)   

20242024

Scrutineering / Practice from 
7:00 AM  

(no boats on water till passed Scrutineering) 

Race Briefing F8 & TUBS 8:00am
Racing from 8:30am

CUPCUP





Australia Day CourseAustralia Day Course



2024  Season Opener 2024  Season Opener 

Want to race in the
Avon Descent? 

Come and find out how.

CUPCUP

Friday 26th January 2024
Burswood Clubrooms
1 Camfield dr Burswood
Race Director: S. Tregurtha  

Come down and start your journey to the 
Avon Descent 

The home of WA Dinghy Racing 


